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that the losse of money should cause the losse of mans life. For
myne opinion is, that all the goodes in the worlde are not hable to
countervayle mans life.
But if they would thus say: that the breakynge of justice, and the
transgression of the lawes is recompensed with this punishment, and
not the losse of the money, then why maye not this extreme and
rigorous justice wel be called plaine injurie? For so cruell gov-
ernaunce, so streite rules, and unmercyful lawes be not allowable,
that if a small offense be committed, by and by the sword should be
drawen: Nor so stoical ordinaunces are to be borne withall, as to
counte al offenses of suche equalitie, that the killing of a man, or
the takyng of his money from him were both a matter, and the one
no more heinous offense then the other: betwene the whyche two,
yf we have anye respecte to equitie, no similitude or equalitie con-
sisteth. God commaundeth us that we shall not kill.
And be we then so hastie to kill a man for taldnge a. litle money?
And if any man woulde understande killing by this commaundement
of God to be forbidden after no larger wise, then mans constitutions
define killynge to be lawful, then whye maye it not lykewise by
mans constitutions be determined after what sort whordome, fornica-
tion, and perjurie may be lawfull? For whereas, by the permission of
God, no man hath power to kil neither himself, nor yet anye other
man: then yf a lawe made by the consent of men, concerninge slaugh-
ter of men, oughte to be of suche strengthe, force, and vertue, that
they which contrarie to the commaundement of God have killed
those, whom this constitution of man commaunded to be killed, be
cleane quite and exempte out of the bondes and daunger of Gods
commaundement: shall it not then by this reason folow, that the
power of Gods commaundemente shall extende no further, then mans
lawe doeth define, and permitte?
And so shall it come to passe, that in like maner mans constitu-
tions in al thinges shal determine how farre the observation of all
Gods commaundernentes shall extende. To be shorte Moyses law,
though it were ungentle and sharpe, as a law that was geven to bond-
men; yea, and them very obstinate, stubborne, and styfnecked: yet it-
punished thefte by the purse, and not wyth death. And let us not
thinke that God in the new law of clemencie and mercye, under the
whiche he ruleth us with fatherlie gentlenes, as his deare children,
hathe geven us greater scoupe and licence to the execution of cruelte,
one upon another. Nowe ye have heard the reasons whereby I am
persuaded that this punishement is unlawful. Furthermore I thinke
ther is no body that knoweth not, how unreasonable, yea, how perni-
tious a thinge it is to the weale publike, that a thefe and an homicide
or murderer, should suffer equall and like punishment. For the thefe
seynge that man, that is condempned for thefte in no less jeoperdie,